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The oldest fully preserved and most influential apocalypse of the Hellenistic period was the Book of 
Daniel, included in the Hebrew Cannon among the “Writings” (not among the prophetic books).  Its 
text appears partly in Hebrew (Dan 1:1–2:4a; 8:1-12:13) and partly in Aramaic (Dan 2:4b-7:28).  It 
was written after the desecration of the Jewish Temple by Antiochos IV Epiphanes (167 B.C.) and 
before his death (164 B.C.)  The “kings of the north” are the Seleucids, the “kings of the south” the 
Ptolemies (Dan 11:5ff).  Thus “Daniel,” a Jewish sage at the Babylonian court in the 6th century BCE, 
was certainly not the author of the book, although some portions of Daniel 1 – 7 may preserve earlier 
Persian court stories. 
 
(Note from Tom: Seleucus and Ptolemy were two of the four generals who divided up the territories of 
Alexander the Great after his death) 
 
Apocalyptic literature recounts, in the form of prophecy, the events of past history up to the time of 
writing.  In this way, the traditional covenant formula is altered in characteristic fashion:  the 
apocalypse replaces the historical introduction with a fictitious “prophetic” presentation of past history, 
and the announcement of curses and blessings is occupied by a visionary prediction of future events.  
Another typical apocalyptic element can be seen in Daniel’s assimilation of mythological materials in 
Babylonian (astrological names of the nations and they myth of chaos) and Canaanite origin (the 
“Ancient of Days” is El, the one who is “like a son of man” is Baal from Canaanite mythology).   This 
type of material is then applied to the present situation:  the one “like a son of man” becomes a symbol 
for Israel (“the people of the holy ones of the Most High”, Dan 7:27) in his expected role as the ruler 
over the nations.  This image expresses the eschatological vision of the Hasidic movement.  A number 
of fragments of Daniel have been found among the manuscripts of the Essenes, to no one’s surprise, 
since they, in contrast to the Hasmoneans, persisted in this vision. 
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“The imagery utilized in this and the other visions of Daniel has historical antecedents in the Canaanite 
myths. For instance, if one were to read the Canaanite myth of Baal and El one would see remarkable 
parallels to this material in Daniel. What this means is that apocalyptic literature draws from the 
storehouse of contemporary mythology for its imagery.” 
 



Wikipedia (2008) 
(Note from Tom: included to compare current secular thought) 

Dating and content 

Traditionally, the Book of Daniel was believed to have been written by its namesake during 
and shortly after the Babylonian captivity in the sixth century BC. Although this view 
continues to be held by traditionalist Christians and Jews, it has been dismissed by critical 
scholars. Antiochus IV Epiphanes desecrated the altar around 167 BC, and the Book of 
Daniel (in its final form) was written, these scholars propose, in reaction to that incident. The 
citing of Antiochus as being the one whose abomination causes desolation is accurate, based 
upon independently documented historical data and careful analysis of the text. 

Four Kingdoms 

Many biblical scholars have concluded that the four kingdoms beginning with 
Nebuchadnezzar, mentioned in the "statue vision" of chapter 2, are identical to the four "end-
time" kingdoms of the vision in chapter 7, and usually consider them to represent (1) 
Babylonia, (2) Media, (3) Persia, and (4) Macedonia (Alexander the Great started out as King 
of Macedonia so Macedonia Greek). 

USCCB New American Bible (1991) 

Introduction to The Book of Daniel 

This work was composed during the bitter persecution carried on by Antiochus IV Epiphanes (167-
164) and was written to strengthen and comfort the Jewish people in their ordeal. 

The Book contains stories originating in and transmitted by popular traditions which tell of the trials 
and triumphs of the wise Daniel and his three companions. The moral is that men of faith can resist 
temptation and conquer adversity. The characters are not purely legendary but rest on older historical 
tradition. What is more important than the question of historicity, and closer to the intention of the 
author, is the fact that a persecuted Jew of the second century B.C. would quickly see the application 
of these stories to his own plight. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Apocalyptic writings in the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures” (2007) 
      (http://www.religioustolerance.org/  e.g. understanding the religious beliefs of others and your own beliefs) 
 
Apocalyptic literature has been found throughout the Middle East. The first examples 
of this theme is found in the ancient writings of Babylon and Persia. 

Apocalyptic literature typically includes a number of concepts:  

 Time is divided into 2 ages:  
 the present age is ruled by Satan and his demons 
 the age to come will be ruled by God. 
 the transition will occur very quickly 
 the end of the present age will happen in the very near future 
 the transition will include wars, plagues, famine, earthquakes and other natural 
disasters  

 A general resurrection of the dead. 
 A final judgment. 
 Satan's supporters will be annihilated. 

The first suggestions of an apocalypse within the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) is 
found in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, and  Micah. They discussed the coming "day of Yahweh." 
Many dozens of apocalyptic books appeared during the period 165 BCE to the destruction of 
the Jerusalem temple in 70 CE. One well known example is the "War Scroll" found among 
the Dead Sea Scrolls and probably written by the Essenes. Another example is preserved in 
the Hebrew Scriptures as the book of Daniel.  

Conservative Christians generally believe that Daniel was captured by the Babylonians 
circa 605 BCE, spent the rest of his life in Babylon, and wrote the book circa 540 BCE. Much 
conservative Christian prophecy concerning the second coming of Christ is based upon this 
book and in particular upon King Nebuchadnezzar's dream and Daniel's dream of 4 beasts. 
The four empires in both dreams refer to the Empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and 
Rome. The Roman Empire exists in two parts. The first is the historical Roman Empire 
which has faded from the scene. The second phase has not yet risen to power; its 
foundation can be seen in the European Common Market. As we approach the year 2000 CE, 
many sermons by conservative Christians interpret the book of Daniel as predicting the end 
of the world as we know it. This book is one of the most important books in the Hebrew 
Scriptures to Evangelical Christians, next to Genesis. 
 

Liberal Christians generally believe that the book of Daniel was written by an unknown 
person circa 169 BCE. It was based on stories probably transmitted orally from the time of 
the Babylonian exile until the 2nd century BCE. The 4 beasts in Daniel's dream (Chapter 7) 
refer to 4 ancient civilizations:  

 the lion/eagle vision is a blending of the most powerful land animal and the most 
powerful bird; it represented King Nebuchadnezzar's Neo-Babylonian empire. 
 The bear represented the Median Empire. 
 The leopard is the Persian Empire. 
 The terrible beast represents the Seleucid Empire. 

Since the book was written after the rise of the final empire, the author had the advantage 
of hindsight; the book is a history of past events, not prophecy of the future.  

http://www.religioustolerance.org/

